
Benjamin Vernon Stewart
March 24, 1923 - December 21, 2019

Benjamin Vernon Stewart, 96, of Tinton Falls, passed away peacefully on
Saturday, December 21, 2019. 

 

Born on March 24, 1923 in Memphis Tennessee, he was the son of the late
Benjamin Franklin and Willie Mae Oliver Stewart. Raised in South Bend
Indiana, he attended South Bend Central Jr and Sr High Schools and studied
mechanical machine operation at South Bend Vocational school. 

On February 12, 1942, he was drafted into the military and was assigned to
the Headquarters 28th Cavalry Regiment - 2nd Cavalry Division. In 1944, he
volunteered to be deployed to Piombino, Italy as part of the Headquarters
Company of the 370th Infantry Regiment, a component of the 92nd Infantry
Division of “Buffalo Soldiers,” one of America’s last segregated wartime
forces, as a radio operator. He served with his regiment until the end of the
war and received the Combat Infantryman Badge. After the war, he was
assigned to the Headquarters Company of the 482nd Aviation Squadron –
12th Air Force Special Service NCO in Firenza, Italy. 

 

After he was honorably discharged, Ben lived and worked in various
capacities in Puerto Rico and St. Croix. On November 25th, he married the
former Mary Elizabeth Williams of Asbury Park NJ. He worked for the
Prudential Insurance Company in Newark, NJ as the Head Operator of



Mainframes until his retirement in 1988. After retirement, Ben and Mary
moved to the Tinton Falls area. 

 

He was a member of the Tinton Falls Historical Society, the Asbury Jordan
Lodge No. 142 F &AM Masonic Lodge in Neptune, and Ballard United
Methodist Church of Asbury Park where he served on the Administration
Council, the Adult Choir and the Finance committee. 

 

He was predeceased by his parents, Benjamin Franklin and Willie Mae Oliver
Stewart, his siblings, William Waltham Stewart, Raul Robeson Stewart and
Wilma Ann Stewart Frazier, and his sons from a previous marriage, Nigel Alan
Stewart, Ivan Jerome Stewart, Clinton Nelson Stewart and Benjamin Vernon
Stewart Jr. 

 

He is survived by his loving wife of 52 years, Mary Williams Stewart and a
host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.



Cemetery Details

All other services are private

Previous Events

Memorial Service

JAN 18. 10:00 AM (ET)

Seabrook Village Auditorium
Essex Road
Tinton Falls, NJ 07753
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Lynn Brocker - January 14, 2020 at 09:25 AM

It was a blessing to have known Ben. Already miss you sitting
towards the front of Ballard church on Sundays with your beautiful
wife, Mary. Saying prayers for the family. My husband, Dale died
December 17, 2019, so I think the two of you are now sharing your
military stories.

Carla Jackson Kearney - January 09, 2020 at 01:09 PM

Uncle Ben, you were one of the nicest people i have ever known.
James and I always enjoyed our conversations with you. You were
a great storyteller, and a man of much wisdom and intelligents. We
will miss you so much. Thank you for being a great love and mate to
our dear aunt Mary (Penny).

Bongarzone Funeral Home - December 23, 2019 at 09:40 AM

Bongarzone Funeral Home lit a candle in
memory of Benjamin Vernon Stewart


