Carmen Santana
August 21, 1926 - December 6, 2017

After a lifetime of adventure and love Carmen Aida Osorio Santana, of
Manchester, NJ, passed away peacefully on December 6, 2017. Carmen was
born in Corozal, Puerto Rico on August 21, 1926.

She came to the mainland in the early 50's to start her independence and
pave the way to bring over her 3 sisters. She started her new adventure
working in a factory making party hats and favors. Faithfully she saved money
and brought her sisters over one by one. They worked at the factory together,
taking great pride in building a good life in their new homeland.

After a couple years, Carmen found a pen pal through a church paper. Her
pen pal was Felix Santana who was serving in the Korean War. They married
in 1951. Together they had 3 daughters: Ruth, Carol and Diana.

Carmen and Felix began a new adventure by opening a hair salon in
Brooklyn, NY. They named the salon “Ru-Car-Di Beauty Salon” after their
girls. After several years of owning this business, they bought a house in
Queens, NY. It was there where Carmen started working as an aide in the
Elementary school system where she could be close to her daughters.

After living in Queens for 11 years, Carmen's husband got “the calling” to
become a Pastor. Carmen, along with their youngest daughter, packed the car
and moved to Maine where he would study at Bangor Theological Seminary.
Always open to a new adventure and keeping busy, she worked in the
Seminary Cafeteria where she was known for baking great cookies.

In 1976 after her husband’s graduation, they moved to Eatontown, New



Jersey. She and her husband were embraced by the First Presbyterian
Church of Asbury Park, where Carmen served as an elder. In addition to
Asbury Park, Carmen and her husband also served churches and
communities in Plainfield, NJ; Ossining, NY and Jersey City, NJ. Throughout
her life Carmen had an unwavering faith in God and a love for the church. She
enjoyed traveling and courageously welcomed new adventures. The spirit of
adventure and faithfulness that framed Carmen’s life will be missed by all who
knew and loved her.

Carmen is survived by her daughters Ruth Santana-Grace married to Edward
Santana-Grace of Flourtown, PA and Diana Santana Marsden married to John
Marsden of Oakhurst, NJ.

She is also survived by 5 grandchildren that she adored. Alana Piselli, Dakota
Santana-Grace, Luke Marsden, Mark Marsden and David Grace and his
daughters Mia (7) and Sophia (3).

Visitation will be held from 2-4 pm and 7-9 pm on Tuesday, December 19,
Bongarzone Funeral Home, Tinton Falls, NJ. Funeral Service will be held at
11:30 AM on Wednesday, December 20 at Presbyterian Church on the Hill in
Ocean, NJ.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be sent to continue the
hurricane recovery effort in Puerto Rico through the Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance program at: Presbyterian Church (USA), P.O. Box 643700,
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700. On Memo Line - please designate "DR000194
Puerto Rico" — in memoriam of Carmen Santana.



Cemetery Details

Interment will be Private

Previous Events
Visitation

DEC 19. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

Bongarzone Funeral Home
2400 Shafto Road

Tinton Falls, NJ 07712
(732) 918-6200

Visitation

DEC 19. 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM (ET)

Bongarzone Funeral Home
2400 Shafto Road

Tinton Falls, NJ 07712
(732) 918-6200

Funeral Service

DEC 20. 11:30 AM (ET)

Presbyterian Church on the Hill
10 Cold Indian Springs Road
Ocean Twp, NJ



Tribute Wall

Sunday, December 17th, 2017

Carmen Santana had a good sense of humor. | used to love sitting
to chat with her at church as she would laugh out loud at my jokes.
There was one time that she shared how her sandals were wore out
because of a lot walking reaching out to people -in Asbury Park, NJ-
doing ministry alongside her late husband the Reverend Felix
Santana. And when she finished | said to her: | told you not buy
sandals in "Payless.” And she laughed out loud....And because
Jesus the Christ lives so does Carmen Santana.

My most sincere condolences to Ruth, family and loved ones.

In Christ
Presbyter William (Willy) Reyes, Candidate
William Reyes - December 17, 2017 at 07:51 AM

Rose Garden Heart was purchased for the family
of Carmen Santana.

December 16, 2017 at 02:47 PM

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family
of Carmen Santana.

December 16, 2017 at 02:36 PM


https://www.bongarzonefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1462&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bongarzonefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1462&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bongarzonefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bongarzonefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Ruth Santana-Grace lit a candle in memory of |

Carmen Santana

Ruth Santana-Grace - December 13, 2017 at 10:30 PM

It is our strong and dedicated mothers who shaped us for a life of
love, faith and service. Blessings to your family, Ruth, as you say
your final earthly goodbye, knowing you will see her again. Praise
God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God for mamas who love
us!

Rev. Erin Thomas
Riverside, CA

Erin Thomas - December 13, 2017 at 07:11 PM

QDiana
Santana Hi Mami....miss you so much. | know you are in a better place and
Marsden at peace now. | never knew | could cry such large tears. Say hi to

daddy and Cookie. | love you always. Diana xoxo

Diana Santana Marsden - December 13, 2017 at 04:20 PM

I love you mom§p

alana - December 13, 2017 at 06:06 PM



l#.Diana
Santana Diana Santana Marsden lit a candle in o

Marsden memory of Carmen Santana

Diana Santana Marsden - December 13, 2017 at 04:11 PM

Bongarzone Funeral Home lit a candle in 1
memory of Carmen Santana

Bongarzone Funeral Home - December 09, 2017 at 10:20 PM



