Joel Edward Stark

March 11, 1939 - March 19, 2023

Joe E. Stark, 84, of Eatontown, NJ passed away on March 19, 2023. He was
born on March 11, 1939 to Hank and Helen Stark.

Joel, a loving husband, father, and grandfather, is survived by his wife,
Barbara; son and daughter-in-law, Toby and Stephanie; and grandchildren,
Andrew, Madeline, Michael, and Sean. He was predeceased by his son,
Jamie.

Upon graduation from Millburn High School in 1957, Joel attended college in
Texas under the Gl Bill and was in the U.S. Army. He was all set to depart
Texas to a mission overseas, but at the last minute, his assignment was
scrubbed. He moved back to New Jersey and eventually, Greenwich,
Connecticut where he met the love of his life, or in his words, “his honey”.
Within a short time of dating, Barbara and Joel married in 1973. At the time,
Joel worked in dealer sales for Spalding Sporting Goods. Upon a promotion to
Northeast Regional Manager, he was relocated to his home state of New
Jersey. Joel and Barbara eventually found their forever home in Eatontown.

Joel was a man of service and his extended family was his community. He



was instrumental in building the 80 Acres Little League field where he enjoyed
coaching and watching his sons and their friends play ball. Joel ran for town
council in Eatontown and was an active member of the Eatontown Lions and
Elks Clubs. Most active in the Lions Club, he could be found year in and year
out selling trees at the Christmas tree lot, flipping pancakes at the holiday
pancake breakfast fundraisers, and golfing in the Annual Phil Wellington Golf
Outing. One of his greatest legacies is the dedication and love he put into the
greater community through his volunteerism at the Eatontown Food
Cooperative. He took great pride in organizing, inventorying, and showing up
every other Wednesday to provide food to those in need.

Joel truly adored his family. He commented many times how he was the
luckiest man to have “his honey”. He treasured his time out on the golf course
with his son, Toby, and he and his son, Jamie, were two peas in a pod, in
looks and laughs! He was so grateful for his daughter-in-law, Stephanie, for
raising his grandchildren in a loving, warm home.

As Joel grew older, some of his favorite memories were get-togethers with his
daughter-in-law’s family. The Rotts and Starks became one unified family. No
gathering was without good food, contagious laughs, some deep discussions
on current events, warm hugs, and lighthearted walks down memory lane.

Services will be held on Thursday, March 23, 2023, from 2-4 and 7-9 at
Bongarzone Funeral Home, 2400 Shafto Rd., Tinton Falls. In lieu of flowers,
donations can be made to the Eatontown Lions Club, P.O. Box 74, Eatontown,
NJ 07724.



Cemetery Details

All other services are private

Previous Events
Visitation

MAR 23. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

Bongarzone Funeral Home
2400 Shafto Road

Tinton Falls, NJ 07712
(732) 918-6200

Visitation

MAR 23. 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM (ET)

Bongarzone Funeral Home
2400 Shafto Road

Tinton Falls, NJ 07712
(732) 918-6200



Tribute Wall

Marian K. Dalton lit a candle in memory of ]

Joel Edward Stark

Marian K. Dalton - March 29, 2023 at 09:16 AM
Joel was a tremendous spirit in all that he has done to give back the
community. Out love and sympathy to his family. The Dalton Family
Marian K. Dalton - March 29, 2023 at 09:15 AM
Mike sent a virtual gift in memory of Joel

Edward Stark -1

Mike - March 23, 2023 at 11:23 PM



My Co-Joel was a good friend and very instrumental in getting me
more involved in the Lions Club. We called each other Co, because
we headed up Christmas tree sales & the Food Pantry. Joel taught
me the basics and was always there by my side to help make
decisions on how many trees to order or what to order for the
Pantry. Like an old fire dalmatian dog, Joel would show up at the
tree trailer and was always there in the Pantry office on Wednesday
when we were open and never missed a hotdog Friday lunch at the
Windmill. He was a joy to be with and talk and laugh about the
events of the day. He will be greatly missed.

Rich Fowler - March 23, 2023 at 11:49 AM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Joel Edward Stark.

March 23, 2023 at 09:52 AM

Joel was certainly one of a kind, one of the good ones. He was a
very special person and Bill and | consider ourselves lucky to have
been a part of his life and to have him as a friend. He will be missed
but never forgotten.

Robin and Bill

RobinFrederick - March 22, 2023 at 06:24 PM


https://www.bongarzonefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bongarzonefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Lion Norm & | have the best memories with Lion "Melvin Joel". One
of the most caring people, can still see him offering a bagel to our
first golden retriever Nikki, with his mouth, just to see how gentle
she was. Forever in our hearts.

Norm and Joyce Palmer

JOYCE PALMER - March 22, 2023 at 01:37 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Joel Edward Stark.

March 22, 2023 at 10:36 AM

Bongarzone Funeral Home lit a candle in ]
memory of Joel Edward Stark

Bongarzone Funeral Home - March 20, 2023 at 09:47 PM


https://www.bongarzonefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bongarzonefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

