Natividad M. Canto

December 28, 1941 - September 19, 2020

Natividad (Natalie) M. Canto, 78, of Ocean Twp., passed away peacefully on
Saturday September 19, 2020 at JSUMC, Neptune surrounded by her loving
family. She was born in Cabo Rojo, Puerto Rico on December 28, 1941 and
raised in Puerto Rico before coming to the United States with her family in
1948, settling in New York City. She graduated from the High School of
Commerce in 1959 and then attended secretarial school. She began her
career as an Executive Secretary in the finance industry working for Bank of
America and eventually joined Bank Leumi, New York agency where she met
her future husband Benjamin J. Canto. Their first date was on Valentine’s Day
and a lifelong love blossomed; they were married on July 24, 1965. She
continued to work until their daughters, Mary Elizabeth and Rose Ellen were
born. The young family relocated to Middletown, NJ in 1981. Later Natalie
returned to work in the title insurance industry until she and Ben retired to
Ocean Township, NJ. Her hobbies included cooking, sewing, and gardening.
Her greatest joy was being a devoted wife, mother, and grandmother.

She was predeceased by her parents Carmen Negron Martinez and Manuel
Martinez, a sister Araceli Martinez. She is survived by her husband of 55
years, Benjamin Canto, her two daughters: Mary and husband Michael Rice
and Rose Ellen Canto. She is also survived by her three grandchildren:
Thomas, Nicholas, and Katherine Rice.

Visitation will be from 4pm to 8pm on Thursday September 24, 2020 at the
Bongarzone Funeral Home, 2400 Shafto Road, Tinton Falls. A funeral mass



will be offered 10:30am on Friday September 25, 2020 at St. James RC
church, 94 Broad Street, Red Bank. Interment to follow at Mount Olivet
Cemetery, Middletown. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in
Natividad’s memory to the St. Jude children’s research hospital, 501 St. Jude
Place, Memphis TN 38105-9959 or to

https://fundraising.stjude.org/site/ TR/GiftFunds/GiftFunds?px=6767588&pg=p
ersonal&fr_id=39300



Cemetery Details

Mount Olivet Cemetery

Chapel Hill Road
Middletown, NJ

Previous Events
Visitation

SEP 24. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Bongarzone Funeral Home
2400 Shafto Road

Tinton Falls, NJ 07712
(732) 918-6200

Funeral Mass

SEP 25. 10:30 AM (ET)

St James RC Church
94 Broad Street
Red Bank, NJ 07701



Tribute Wall

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Natividad M. Canto.

September 23, 2020 at 09:33 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Natividad M. Canto.

September 23, 2020 at 01:37 PM

We are very saddened by the recent passing of Natalie Canto. She
will always be remembered as a caring, beautiful person who loved
being with her entire family above all else. We will miss her, and
offer our heartfelt condolences to the Canto and Rice families. May
her body and soul rest in peace.

With our love,
Suzanne and John,

John Owen and August

Suzanne Rice - September 23, 2020 at 11:07 AM


https://www.bongarzonefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bongarzonefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bongarzonefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bongarzonefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Natividad M. Canto.

September 23, 2020 at 09:59 AM

Bongarzone Funeral Hone lit a candle in "

memory of Natividad M. Canto

Bongarzone Funeral Hone - September 22, 2020 at 07:14 AM

Mrs. Canto was a special person. She always made guests in her
home feel very welcome. | am honored to have known her. Eternal
rest grant unto her, Oh Lord.

Love and prayers to the entire Canto & Rice Families.

Anthony Scotto (and Family)

Anthony Scotto - September 21, 2020 at 08:03 PM


https://www.bongarzonefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.bongarzonefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

